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The VISCOUNT LEVERHULME, T.D.

Senior Steward of the Jockey Club

All dope-testing laboratories tend to be isolated since there is usually only one per country or state. It is a
well-established principle of scientists of like interests that they must co-operate and communicate. It was with this
consideration in mind that this Conference was convened. Credit for the initiative for this must be shared with our
French counterparts the Societe d'Encouragement pour L'Amelioration des Races de Chevaux, and especially M. Jean
Romanet who was responsible for bringing together several countries for exploratory talks in 1974 and 1975.

Horses are used in competitions in many ways, from flat-racing, steeple-chasing and trotting to eventing, and show
jumping. All have their own problems, which may in some cases be unique, but one problem common to all of them is
that of doping. Doping is said to be as old as horse-racing. Whether or not this is true must be speculative, but what is
not a matter for speculation is the enormous growth of the pharmaceutical industry in the last 30 years and the
tremendous potential for both good and ill that it presents to our various sports.

Procedures for the detection of dope in its early days - around 1910 - could be relatively unsophisticated, but
there is little doubt that without the strides that have been made in improving dope detection methods, the
unscrupulous could have created havoc with our form books, our stud books, and indeed our very sport. Despite this,
we cannot afford to be complacent. The drug industry does not stand still, and perhaps it is as well for us all that it
does not, for the great benefits we derive from it both for ourselves, our food and our sport greatly outweigh the
disadvantages. Nevertheless we must constantly be aware that new drugs may present new dangers. No-one is more
aware of this than the pharmaceutical industry itself which must be commended for the whole-hearted co-operation it
has given us in our work to stamp out drug abuse in our sports. Research to-day is a very expensive operation, and
ultimately it must be paid for by the sports it serves. We all benefit from the results of research and we all have a duty
to pool our knowledge to the common end.

We are hopeful that among the benefits which racing will derive from this Symposium will be a cross-fertilisation of
ideas from experts directly employed in solving similar problems and an exchange of information on doping and other
trends to our mutual benefit. We also hope that we may find ways of sharing the work-load of research investigations
thus avoiding duplication of effort. The Chairman of the Horserace Betting Levy Board, Sir Desmond Plummer, has
asked me to say how sorry he is that he is unable to be present today and to convey to you all his best wishes for a
successful Symposium.

It is thus with the greatest pleasure that I open this Symposium and wish you every success.
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