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CHALLENGE!--

A PERSONAL LETTER

FROM THE RETIRING HONORARY SECRETARY

Dear Colleagues,
I wish to write a short personal letter, as distinct from the official Hon. Secretary's Column communicating the

Committee's corporate views.

We have spent much anxious and fruitless time in Committee trying hard to reform BASM into a dynamic service-
giving organisation ready to play its full part in the organised expansion of sports medical services in co-operation with
the NHS, the Sports Council and sport. It was disappointing that the Federation concept, which had taken nearly three
years to develop failed to attract support from the smaller associations in the field who clung to parochialism in the
face of Utopia.

We need to re-form BASM to speak as the federal voice of sports medicine and science. There is no reason why our
reformed limited company with registered charity status should not be the single representative voice of 'Sports
Medicine' which alone can command Sports Council (and hence governmental) support. This does not exclude private
care. But it is a fact that the medical schools, universities, sports councils and NHS are all state institutions, and we
must work with and through them to create a nationwide sports medical service.

Unfortunately I have to say that, while the majority of the committee are keen to promote such developments, it
has become almost impossible to make progress because of the persistently distinctive and obstructive tactics of some
members of your Committee representing what have repeatedly been shown by elections and votes to be minority
views. Committee procedure has been repeatedly overturned and ignored by this faction who have usually refrained
from offering constructive suggestions reflecting the expressed views and constitutional positions of the Association's
members, which I regard the Hon. Officers and Committee as having the duty to uphold.

We are currently deadlocked over the potential autonomy of the medical subcommittee despite the fact that its
position is clearly defined by Article 46 of the Constitution. Its clinical autonomy has never been at issue but some
wish the Committee to take over the Association's position completely, which is expressly contrary to the rules.

And so on.

I believe that we are losing ground because of the continuing undisciplined behaviour of an important but minority
faction which wishes to see complete medical domination of the multidisciplinary Association's affairs. As Hon.
Secretary I have fought to preserve the interests of all members for twelve years. I had hoped to resign in peace but in
view of what I see as a great challenge to us all to advance positively as a multidisciplinary Association, I have decided
to offer myself for election as your Chairman on the following basis.

Firstly, we must reinstitute constitutional discipline. If fair votes are carried, then losers must conform or resign, not
fighting both the Chairman and the Committee over and over again on the same issue.

Secondly, we will implement charity registration and limited company status urgently as first steps in the profession-
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alisation of our Association. Only if we stop talking as amateurs can we give service as professionals. Let our obstructors
pick up this challenge and drop their cudgels!

Thirdly, we must seek the active affiliation with us of all the other organisations interested in Federalism. We can
all keep our identities but BASM can serve as the final common pathway to the Sports Council, which will be the only
way to recognition and cash for all sports medicine and sciences.

Fourthly, we will seek to emulate our Australasian colleagues in expanding our educational and advisory services to
sport at large in co-operation with the Sports Councils.

If defeated on this 'ticket' I shall help, to the best of my ability, my successors in the interests of BASM. If success-
ful, I shall institute effective rules of debate and shall assume the support of the Association's membership in the above
reform programme. The forthcoming list of Executive Committee nominations will clearly indicate which of my
colleagues I would hope to have available to help us all transform our Association into a dynamic organisation for our
time.

Peter SPERRYN
August 1983

THE LONDON HOSPITAL MEDICAL COLLEGE

(University of London)

DIPLOMA IN SPORTS MEDICINE

Applications are invited from medical practitioners seeking training in this field, and who wish to attend a course
leading to a College Diploma in Sports Medicine. The number accepted for this course will be limited.

This is a Primary Care Course, designed for the doctor who is closely involved with sport, either as a General
Practitioner, as a Medical Officer attached to sporting facilities, or as Team Doctor. It is a very extensive course, with
over 500 hours of timetabled teaching. Anatomical, physiological, pharmacological and psychological aspects of the
subject will be covered by a course team including many guest speakers of international repute. Laboratory work at
The London will be supplemented by visits to several laboratories specialising in fitness testing for athletes, or other
aspects of exercise physiology. Clinical training in the prevention, recognition, primary care and rehabilitation of sports
injuries will include visits to Sports Clinics, Rehabilitation Centres, and Specialist Physiotherapy Clinics. The course will
not provide a training in the application of orthopaedic surgery for sports injuries.

The course begins annually in early October, and consists of one academic year of three eight-week terms.

Further information and application forms are available from Miss P. Thompson, Secretary, The Diploma Course in
Sports Medicine, Surgical Unit, The London Hospital, Whitechapel El 1 BB. Telephone 01-247-5454 ext. 632.
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