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BOOK REVIEW

Title: RHEUMATOLOGY - Bailliere's Concise Medical Textbook
Author: David M. Grennen
Publisher: W. B. Saunders, Eastbourne

Price: £5.95

This book is written for medical students and MRCP examination candidates. It is well laid out with heavy type
headings for each subsection and a reasonable index that makes revising for examination much easier. One of the
strengths, for the student, of this little book of 225 pages, is the tables that list differential diagnoses and the diagnostic
indices, for this is the way the student gleans many last minute facts, but an index of these would have been helpful.

There is plenty of detail of laboratory tests and their rationale: diagrammatic and photographic illustrations are
generally clear but more precise indication to the medical student of what to look for would have been helpful, even
when used, some arrows are hard to see. Small facts like the upside down knee X-ray and wrong figure reference
(myelography) should easily be corrected in later editions.

Overall a well presented precis that still deals in detail with rheumatic disease including the numerous exotica that
appear in this subject. What a shame that manipulation, which in its own right has spawned an industry, should
summarily be dismissed and there are one or two treatment modalities that are not even mentioned in this area, but I
expect that reflects the needs of examination rather than the requirements of the patients.

At the price it is good value and well recommended.

M. F. T. Read
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