
HANOVER 1966

Report on the XVIth World Congress of the International
Federation of Sports Medicine held in Hanover in June 1966

The XVIth. World Congress of F. I. M. S. was held in Hanover,
capital of Lower Saxony from the 12th-16th June, 1966. Before the
official opening members of the Executive Committee of F. I. M. S. had
foregathered and the following morning the general meeting of the
delegates took place. A number of countries were suspended for non-
payment of dues and one new country, East Germany, was elected to
membership. There followed a discussion of the locale for the 1970
Congress and against fierce competition from Spain the congress was
secured for the United Kingdom, thanks particularly to the backing
of the other Commonwealth members.

The afternoon of the first day was given over to the official opening
of the Congress after the national delegates had attended a reception
in the City Hall. The proceedings were initiated by the spirited rendering
of Verdi's Force of Destiny Overture by the North German Radio
Orchestra to a packed audience, and this was followed by no less than
eight speeches of welcome from representatives of the Government, the
Ministry of Health, the German Medical Association, the University and
the City. In addition there was a peroration upon the philosphic aspects
of sport - unfortunately the intricacies of German philosophy coupled with
the vagaries of the simultaneous translation made this somewhat less than
stimulating. The evening was given over to a reception for all the
participants in the congress, and a pleasant touch was added by the labels
on the wine bottles indicating that the vintage had been specially bottled
for the XVI F. I. M. S. Congress!

The next three days and the morning of the fourth were given over
to what can only be described as a terrifying marathon during which over
one hundred papers were presented. In addition a further hundred odd
were circulated in printed form for reading at leisure. As if this was not
enough, the translation service, at least as far as English was concerned,
was distinctly below par, so that the paper reading sessions were
something of a failure. However, the topography of the conference hall
made extramural discussion very much a feature of the congress, and
a most successful one at that. Visits to centres of sports medicine
elsewhere in Germany were arranged during these days. Entertainment
in the evenings included a visit to the Gardens of the Herrenhausen (the
old Hanoverian Palace - rather like Kew Gardens) for a special festival

P
rotected by copyright.

 on M
ay 16, 2023 by guest.

http://bjsm
.bm

j.com
/

B
ull B

r A
ssoc S

port M
ed: first published as 10.1136/bjsm

.2.3-4.173 on 1 January 1965. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://bjsm.bmj.com/


of light and fireworks, and a night at the opera (the Marriage of Figaro).

The final day of the congress was given over to special sessions
including meetings of the scientific commission, the Olympic Medical
Archives and other special groups, and the Congress ended with a

formal banquet.

The general impression left after all was ended was of an acute
attack of mental indigestion due to the volume of material presented -

it should be possible to improve the presentation of scientific communications
and this should be done in 1970. The organisation was thorough and
painstaking but somehow lacked that lightness of touch so necessary to
provide the essential element of spontaneity that such a gathering so

badly needs.

The British representitives were the Honorary Secretary, the
Conference Secretary, Dr. Ebbetts, and Mr. Mervyn Davies.
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