
EDITORIAL

"TYRANNY OF THE TAPE-RECORDER"

"Publish and be damned!' said the Duke of Wellington on a famous
occasion, but more liable to condemnation is the Editor who does not
publish. Nevertheless, subject to the only alternative of circulating
the covers of his Journal without any material within, an Editor must
have a manuscript to do so.

In those learned and exalted Societies before which men consider
it a rare privilege to present their work it is possible to enforce
demands for the provision of manuscripts for subsequent publication.
In the case of our own Association however, we must rely upon the
goodwill of our speakers. Unfortunately most are busy men who not
unnaturally (and with some justification) suggest that it would be
more convenient if their lectures could be recorded as given, rather
than prepared in manuscript. More convenient for them, yes, but far
from so for the unfortunate Editor who must assemble his manuscript
from a series of tapes.

The difficulties of transcription from tape are seldom recognised
but they are very real. To begin with there are the simple technical
problems, such as the quality of the recorded speech in the setting of
echo, background noise and the like. Tape speeds which are difficult
to synchronise finely add further to the distortion produced on play-
back. Once the words of the speaker have been correctly identified
(and this may need a number of hearings) the first draft can be prepared.
Here is met at once a whole series of snags. In the first place the
lecturer speaks at a much faster rate and over a wider range of vocal
timbre than he who is dictating to a dictaphone. Thus the ordinary
techniques of the dictaphone typist cannot be applied, and, even when the
playback instrument is particularly sophisticated with an accurate stop/
start switch and a repeater, because of the speed of the speech the
process of drafting becomes highly laborious.

Anyone who has read the first draft of a recorded lecture will
understand how it is that the immediate impression conveyed is of rank
mumbo-jumbo. For not only does the speed of speech and the vocal timbre
vary as between lecturer and dictator, so too does the manner of speech.
Hesitations, repetitions, asides, "ad libs" and a whole variety of
mannerisms of speech quite acceptable, nay necessary, in the lecture
hall become so much nonsense in the cold black and white typescript. The
draft then must be edited, so that the spoken word may be translated to
the written without any loss of clarity or alteration of meaning. This
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editing too involves hours of laborious work listening once more to
the tape while the typescript is simultaneously edited. As if this
were not enough, it is usually necessary to produce at least one more
draft before the final copy is ready for the press. A battery of
tape-recorders, a large secretarial staff and plenty of free time and
the work is done in a trice. Alas, your Association has not the funds
to apply such resources, so the work must go on slowly and painfully
as and when it can.

The whole of the proceedings of the conference on Doping held
in London, together with the principal papers from the Edinburgh
conference on the same subject were taped and are now undergoing the
process of editing. In due course this material will be ready for
publication and we look forward to its circulation. In the meanwhile
the Bulletin reverts for this issue to its principal role of newsletter,
together with the Proceedings of the meeting held at Loughborough on
July 8th 1967, at which the B.A.S.M. were joined by the Socity of
Remedial Gymnasts. One paper, by Dr. G.M.Cochrane, is published in its
full form, and the others in abstract.

We also publish summaries of three papers that were presented at
the International Symposium on lesions of the Achilles tendon in sport.

It is our intention shortly to publish a full list of our members.
It would therefore be appreciated if any member who has recently changed
his address, or gained additional titles or qualifications, would
inform the Membership Secretary, Dr. E.J.Hamley, Dept. of Ergonomics
and Cybernetics, Loughborough University of Technology, Leicestershire,
without delay, so that the records can be up to date.

Reports from the Hon. Secretary and Hon. Treasurer, given at the
Annual General Meeting on April 29th 1967, together with a copy of the
Balance Sheet, dre included in this issue.
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