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    Abstract
A code of ethics for sports physicians needs to be clear, appropriate and practically useful to clinicians in everyday clinical circumstances and for situations that may be difficult or contentious. For a code of ethics to be so apposite requires that it have some basis in the ethical concerns of clinicians. This article reflects on the recent experience of rewriting the code of ethics for the Australasian College of Sports Physicians, describing the findings from the research, the processes and challenges that arose, and providing suggestions for other code writers in this field.
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	Competing interests None.

	Ethics approval Ethics approval was received from the University of Otago Human Ethics Committee.

	Provenance and Peer review Not commissioned; externally peer reviewed.

	↵i Sports physician is a term limited to those who have trained and become Fellows of the Australasian College of Sports Physicians. Sports doctors are usually general practitioners with a particular interest in sports medicine who care for athletes or teams, sometimes at the highest level. The research was carried out on a mix of sports doctors and physicians and when both are referred to the term sports medical practitioners will be used.

	↵ii Approved by the University of Otago Human Ethics Committee.

	↵iii One research participant was unsure of what he or she would do under the circumstances.
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