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NEWS OF MEMBERS

Mr. J. W. BRIDGEMAN, C.B.E., M.A., B.Sc., A.K.C.*t.P. ... .... -

Dr. J. W. Bridgeman receiving his honorary D. Litt. from Lord Pilkington, Chancellor of Loughborough University.
Photograph reproduced by kind permission of Mr. S. Hall, of Loughborough.

We offer our sincere congratulations to Mr. Bridgeman, an Honorary Life Member of this Association, upon the recent
award at the last Convocation of the University of Loughborough, in June 1978, of the degree of Doctor of Letters,
honoris causae. He first came to Loughborough shortly before the Second World War, in 1930, to take charge of the
teacher training section of the then Loughborough College. With the growth of the college, and its separation in 1950
into the College of Advanced Technology, later becoming Loughborough University of Technology, Mr. Bridgeman
remained with the other colleges as Principal of the Teacher Training College, and remained with this institution during
its development as a College of Education, until his retirement in 1963. The separation of the College of Education
from the College of Advanced Technology was, in many people's view, a great pity, but it did allow both institutions to
develop separately, both being able to increase in stature until their re-amalgamation in 1977.

Since the end of the 1914-18 war, the College had built up a good record for student sport, and with the growth of
physical education as a subject in its own right, a specialist course in this subject was an obvious step. As a new subject,
the course was not accepted widely in academic circles, and Mr. Bridgeman was insistant that all P.E. students must
have a second subject, that they could teach as an additional qualification, or when age, infirmity or the employment
situation made a 'second string' desirable. It also gave specialist students a wider education. The development of
physical education as an academic discipline, with an important scientific background followed, and Mr. Bridgeman
appointed a medically qualified lecturer to help to teach basic biological science to all students, and to encourage a few
to apply scientific principles to their work, and to apply experimental techniques to their practical and theoretical
teaching.

Loughborough College of Education became an obvious place from which many of the activities of the British
Association of Sport and Medicine would stem. In 1961, with the encouragement and very active help of Mr.
Bridgeman, B.A.S.M. held its first meeting outside London, and established the need for wider scope in meetings,
geographically as well as in content and approach. Further very successful residential meetings followed in 1962, 1963
and 1964. In 1963, as a tribute to the support given, Mr. Bridgeman was made an honorary life member of the B.A.S.M.
He continues to show an interest in the Association for which he gave such encouragement in its early years.
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