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after 120 AD). On the other hand Plutarch did know the story of the sending of the messenger, whom he calls
Philippides, to Sparta. To sum up, it would be reasonable to accept from Plutarch that a messenger did go from the
battlefield of Marathon to Athens and that his name was probably "Eucles", but to dismiss the story of his dramatic
death because of the silence of Herodotus.

We have then in circulation a picturesque story attributed to a character so dim that even his name is in some
dispute. The next step, for which there are plenty of parallels, is for the story to be transferred to some suitable, well-
known person. This step has been taken in the version to be found in Lucian of Samosata (about 120-180 AD), who
lived in Athens during the latter part of his life. Lucian gives his expiring messenger the name of "Philippides". Lucian
does not tell of the run to Sparta, but that would have been irrelevant to his immediate purpose, which was to
comment on the form of greeting used by the messenger as he dropped dead. Lucian's version of course implies that
Philippides had run on to Marathon after his arrival in Athens from Sparta. Robert Browning knew the Lucian passage
- the epigraph of his poem is taken from it - and it may be surmised that this addition to Herodotus' story was widely
known even before Browning's poem. Herodotus was read in Victorian schools and universities, and at least one con-
temporary edition intended for use in those institutions quotes the Lucian passage, and it is possible that it was in some
such source that Browning himself found it.

Yours faithfully,

T. E. KINSEY
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OBITUARY

Dr. Ramon William Barr-Brown

So soon after the death of Dr. Lew Blonstein Amateur Boxing has lost another doctor deeply involved
in making this sport safer for its participants. Dr. Barr-Brown gained Hons. B.A. in Physiology at the
University of Oxford, worked in pharmacological research, then studied medicine during the Second World
War, at Oxford and St. Bartholomew's Hospital, London, graduating in 1949. Subsequently he was a
Consultant in Geriatric Medicine in Croydon, and retired in 1967.

When first qualified, he became an honorary medical officer to the newly formed London Amateur
Boxing Association and the A.B.A. in 1961. He was a co-author of "Medical Aspects of Boxing" with
Lew Blonstein (1972), and a pioneer in the legislation that reduced the incidence of sequelae from knock-
out, legislation that first applied to the United Kingdom, but was later adopted world-wide. He maintained
an active interest in the sport to within a few days of his death. We extend our sympathy to his wife.
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