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OBITUARY

Dr. Frederick Basil Kiernander, FRCP, DMRE, DPhysMed

After many years of ill health, Basil Kiemander died at the end of May this year. He qualified at St.
Thomas' Hospital in 1936, having been awarded the Solly Medal, and both the Wainwright and the Toiler
prizes. The following year he gained the Membership of the Royal College of Physicians, and was elected
Fellow in 1972. He was a pioneer of physical and rehabilitation medicine, being awarded the Diploma of
Medical Radiology and Electrolysis in 1938 and was one of the first to obtain the Diploma of Physical
Medicine in 1946. His main professional appointment was to the Physical Medicine Department of the
Hospital for Sick Children, Great Ormond Street, and his enthusiasm in this field altered the outlook
dramatically for many hundreds of children suffering from Still's and other disabling diseases. During the
War he was an Honorary Civilian Consultant to the Royal Air Force, and realised early on the immense
value that sports participation can have upon the morale and physical well-being of the severely injured.
After the War, his interest in the severely maimed continued with the formation of the Cheshire Homes, an
interest he was able to expand after retirement from hospital practice in 1978.

When the British Association of Sport and Medicine was founded in 1952, Basil Kiernander was one
of the people obviously invited to support this venture. He served for several terms on the Executive
Committee, was Vice-Chairman for a few years, and subsequently a Vice-President, dying in office at the
age of 68. At the 1970 World Congress of Sports Medicine, he helped to organise and advise with the pre-
liminary details, having been Assistant Physician in Physical Medicine at the Radcliffe Infirmary and more
recently his prominent position in the Physical Medicine Section of the Royal Society of Medicine assisted
in our dealings with the RSM, a frequent venue for our London meetings, He also made a large contribution
in the negotiations that led to the Royal Colleges accepting sports medicine as one of the elective subjects
in Part II of the Diploma of Rheumatology and Rehabilitation. For many years Basil most generously gave
a home to the meetings of the Executive Committee, and again invited the medical members of the
Executive Committee forming a steering committee for the setting up of a clinical organisation within
sports medicine to use his rooms for this meeting that took place late in April 1982.

With Basil Kiernander's death, the ranks of founder members are reduced to nine who still retain their
membership. We will miss Basil especially, as his wisdom and experience was always at the disposal of the
Executive Committee to help in any negotiations with other organisations. Above all, we shall miss a very
good friend, and a kind and generous host.

H. E. Robson

Dr. John G. P. Williams writes

Basil Kiernander was one of the earliest protagonists of sports medicine in the United Kingdom. Not only
was he actively engaged in treating injured sportsmen from a variety of different fields, but he was also
Medical Adviser to the Central Council of Physical Recreation long before the evolution of the Sports
Council. One of the earliest members of the BASM, he served on the Committee on numerous occasions,
finally becoming one of the Association's Vice-Presidents after a spell as Vice-Chairman. It was always in
Basil's nature to retain a low profile and there can be little doubt that the great contribution he has made to
the development of Sports Medicine has been indirect, largely through the encouragement and support that
he gave to the younger members of the Association. He will always be remembered as an intensely kind and
generous man whose wisdom and understanding were always available to guide individuals and the Asso-
ciation through difficult times. He will always be remembered with affection and the BASM has indeed
sustained a loss through his untimely death.
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