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Finalists Women U.S.A.
Height (cm)
Middle of Number of Number of Ratio
interval finalists women Finalists

139 1 0 Population
142 0 0
145 0 5 .14
148 1 9
151 13 29 .45
154 18 58 .31
157 22 106 .21
160 31 130 .24
163 75 155 .48
166 106 137 .77
169 137 98 1.40
172 160 55 2.91
175 117 29 4.03
178 63 10 6.3
181 46 3
184 21
187 8 26.7
190 2
193 3

Fig. 2: Height distribution of 824 Olympic Finalists from 47 events. The distribution on the right relates
to heights of women aged 18-24 years in the general population of the United States; 824 random heights
were generated from a normal distribution of height with mean 163 cm and standard deviation 6.1 cm.
The bold face figures show the modal height groups The lost column gives the ratio (number of finalists/
number of womenJ in each height group. The frequencies in the tail ends of distribution are combined
(lower tail 2/14=0.14; upper tail 80/3 = 26.7).

The ratio demonstrates that for each finalist in the modal height group of the general population there
are 55.6 in its tallest height group (26.7/0.48 - 55.6).

Figure reproduced from Khosla and McBroom (1984).

CORRESPONDENCE
37 Upper Gordon Road,
Camberley,
Surrey,
GU15 2ER

To the Editor:
Dear Sir,
MARATHON RUNNING AND MUSCLE FASCICULATION
A 55 year old male untypically failed to finish a marathon race
because of excessive fatigue and muscle pain. That afternoon
he was nauseated and developed for the' first time coarse
vigorous fasciculation of the calf muscles. One week later he
re-ran the marathon and finished. Two days later he developed
an upper respiratory infection. Now one year later he is well
and continues to run but the fasciculation persists. The asso-
ciation of transient fasciculation with acute muscle fatigue is
well recognised (Patten, 1977), but I have not found a refer-
ence to a chronic benign form. Imprudent distance running
should be included in the differential diagnosis for muscle
fasciculation of the lower limbs in this age group.

Yours faithfully,

A. M. W. PORTER
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