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    The effect of strenuous, competitive exercise on the human heart and life expectancy has long been a subject of debate. For centuries, the general belief was that vigorous, competitive exercise was harmful and decreased life expectancy. However, a number of studies of the early 20th century, together with more recent data in elite athletes, strongly support the notion that participation in competitive sports is associated with normal or increased life expectancy, with a special beneficial effect of aerobic type of activities. In terms of genetics, current humans are citizens of the Paleolithic era living in the 21st century, so that those who better match with an active lifestyle will likely have a longer life expectancy and a reduced risk of chronic diseases. Endurance athletes might be such an example.
The effect of strenuous, competitive exercise on human life expectancy has long been a subject of debate. Since the classical antiquity, the prevailing belief has been that vigorous, competitive exercise is harmful. Hippocrates wrote about athletes that ‘…the truth is, however, that no one is in a more risky state of health than they….’1 Similar was the opinion of the Greek physician–philosopher Galen. Galen's beliefs were that ‘Athletes live a life quite contrary to the precepts of hygiene…when they give up their profession, they fall into a dangerous condition; as a fact, some die shortly afterwards, others live for some little time but do not arrive at old age..’2 The belief that vigorous exercise was harmful remained for centuries. In 1968, Moorstein3 stated that all members of the 1948 Harvard rowing crew had died early from ‘various cardiac diseases.’ A number of studies of the early 20th century and thereafter, however, showed that participation in endurance competitive sports increased life expectancy (table 1).
View this table:	In this window
	In a new window



Table 1 Summary of the main … 





View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	
Funding This work was partially supported by the Swedish Council for Working Life and Social Research (FAS).

	
Competing interests None.

	
Provenance and peer review Not commissioned; externally peer reviewed.





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via your SocietySelect your society
ACMSE
ACPSEM
ACSEP
AMSSM
BASEM
BASRAT
CASEM
CLINICAL EDGE
FSEM
GISSPORT
IOC
OSCA
SASMA
SGMS
SMA
SPC
SPNZ
SSMS
SSPA
SST
SUFT
VSG


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via your SocietySelect your society
ACMSE
ACPSEM
ACSEP
AMSSM
BASEM
BASRAT
CASEM
CLINICAL EDGE
FSEM
GISSPORT
IOC
OSCA
SASMA
SGMS
SMA
SPC
SPNZ
SSMS
SSPA
SST
SUFT
VSG


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: British Association of Sport & Exercise Medicine]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	BJSM e-edition: Female athlete health
	Top Cited Articles
	Most read articles
	BJSM education
	Responses
	Blog
	Podcasts


	Journal	Meet the new editors
	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Resources
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog
	 SoundCloud
	 YouTube

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1473-0480Print ISSN: 0306-3674

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd & British Association of Sport and Exercise Medicine. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


