





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via your SocietySelect your society
ACMSE
ACPSEM
ACSEP
AMSSM
BASEM
BASRAT
CASEM
CLINICAL EDGE
FSEM
GISSPORT
IOC
OSCA
SASMA
SGMS
SMA
SPC
SPNZ
SSMS
SSPA
SST
SUFT
VSG


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: British Journal of Sports Medicine]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	For authors
	Resources
	About
	New editors

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	For authors
	Resources
	About
	New editors



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via your SocietySelect your society
ACMSE
ACPSEM
ACSEP
AMSSM
BASEM
BASRAT
CASEM
CLINICAL EDGE
FSEM
GISSPORT
IOC
OSCA
SASMA
SGMS
SMA
SPC
SPNZ
SSMS
SSPA
SST
SUFT
VSG


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 54, Issue 4 
	Youth sport specialisation: the need for an evidence-based definition


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Editorial


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Youth sport specialisation: the need for an evidence-based definition
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	http://orcid.org/0000-0001-7900-962XNeeru Jayanthi1, 
	http://orcid.org/0000-0001-9756-7406Stephanie A Kliethermes2, 
	Jean Côté3

	
1
Departmens of Orthopaedics and Family Medicine, Emory University School of Medicine, Emory Sports Medicine Center, Johns Creek, Georgia, USA


	
2
Department of Orthopedics and Rehabilitation, University of Wisconsin-Madison, Madison, Wisconsin, USA


	
3
School of Kinesiology and Health Studies, Queen's University, Kingston, Ontario, Canada



	Correspondence to
 Dr Neeru Jayanthi, Orthopaedics and Family Medicine, Emory Sports Medicine Center, Johns Creek, GA 30097, USA; neerujayanthi{at}gmail.com





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/bjsports-2019-101256

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	overuse injury
	adolescent
	paediatrics
	injury prevention
	overtraining and burnout

A historical perspective
Sport specialisation, conceptually understood to involve mono-training and repetition for the purpose of skill acquisition and athlete development for a single sport, is increasingly common in youth sports. However, it has not always been this way. Over the past 30 years, research on expertise and skill acquisition has profoundly influenced the focus and structure of youth sport programme. Particularly, Ericsson, Kramp and Tesch-Römer’s (1993) work in music renewed research interests related to the importance of deliberate practice in the development of expertise.1 Some studies in sport, using retrospective questionnaires, suggested that high volume of intense, sport-specific practice at a young age is necessary to attain expertise in one sport.2 This body of research has promoted the idea that a large quantity of intense sport-specific practice and early specialisation is a logical pathway towards adult elite sport performance, and has contributed to the popularity of youth sport specialisation.
Simultaneously, biographical studies of elite level athletes suggested that their childhood sport experiences involved sport-specific practice, and play activities and engagement in various sports. In contrast with the early specialisation approach, Côté (1999) defined sampling as an early sport participation environment characterised by diversity, both within (eg, play, practice) and between sports.3 Considering both distinctive lines of research led to equivocal results, Côté, Ericsson and Law (2005) … 
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