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E. LI. Lloyd, RIPOSTE!
Department of Anaesthetics,
Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh,
Lauriston Place,
Edinburgh EH3 9YW

There are at least three reasons for joining an Association of Sport and Medicine.

1 The opportunity sport gives to people to practice medicine
In this group are those whose main interest is in the treatment of sports injuries.

2 The possibility of applying medical knowledge to the benefit of sport
For these people the challenge and interest is to use anatomy, physiology, biochemistry etc. to develop and improve

training methods so that ultimately performance can be improved. Unfortunately the use of anabolic steroids developed
from this interest.

3 The contribution sport can make to medicine
The interest for these people is to apply the various aspects of sport - physical training, participation, discipline -

to help in medical problems whether as prevention, treatment or rehabilitation.

I would suggest that the heterogeneity of BASM that Dr Williams complains about is due more to the above three
categories of interest than to the range of specialist disciplines. It may indeed be necessary for subgroups to develop
under the overall umbrella of BASM but, if the BMA can cover GPs and all grades and specialities of hospital staff, it
should not be impossible for BASM.

CORRESPONDENCE Grassendale, 5 Park Drive,

To the Editor Oswestry,
Salop SY1 1 BN

Dear Sir, 9th October 1978
ASSOCIATION OF BRITISH CYCLING DOCTORS

You will be interested to know that the association recently held its inaugural meet. Fifteen of us met up at Preston
to ride around the local lanes, including the Trough of Bowland, the day having been organised by Dr. Rod Goodfellow.

Our aim is to provide an opportunity for those doctors who ride a bicycle for pleasure - at whatever level - to get
together.

Next year we will again be having a meeting, at the beginning of October. It is planned to be on a larger scale than
this year, with a ten-mile time trial on Saturday afternoon, a social event in the evening, and a touring run on the
Sunday. We wish to emphasise that we welcome all levels of ability, and the above mention of racing should not deter
those who indulge in only a little touring. Further, we do not wish to restrict our membership to doctors, and will
welcome those of paramedical professions.

Those who are interested should contact Dr. Rod Goodfellow at: 267 Preston New Road,
Blackburn, Lancs.

Yours faithfully,
T. J. Stahl, F.R.C.S.
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