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AbsTRACT
Child maltreatment in sport is an undeniable problem. 
High- profile cases of sexual abuse of child athletes are 
obvious examples of child maltreatment in this context. 
Young athletes also face physical and psychological 
maltreatment, as well as neglect, although these types 
of child maltreatment are understudied in sport and 
receive less public attention. Little is known as to how 
to define physical and psychological maltreatment and 
neglect in sport and their diverse manifestations. The aim 
of this paper is to propose concrete manifestations of 
each type of child maltreatment in sport. We aim to help 
practitioners better understand and researchers better 
measure this problem.

InTRoduCTIon
Child maltreatment in sport is a major and growing 
concern around the world. Cases such as those of 
Larry Nassar in the USA, the UK football sexual abuse 
scandal or the case of the ski coach Bertrand Charest in 
Canada1–3 shed light on the disturbing fact that young 
athletes are vulnerable to maltreatment. People in a 
position of authority over young athletes—coaches, 
parents, officials, administrators or members of the 
medical team—represent potential perpetrators.4–6

Young athletes are at risk of experiencing sexual 
maltreatment, physical maltreatment and psycholog-
ical maltreatment in the context of practising their 
sport.7–13 Canadian veteran Olympic doctor and 
academic Dr Margo Mountjoy and colleagues14 argue 
that young athletes are particularly vulnerable to this 
form of violence due to the unique characteristics of the 
sport environment, such as the importance placed on 
the coach–athlete relationship, the intensity of youth 
sport, the demands of competition, the interest of the 
media in young athletes, time spent in distant training 
centres, recruitment procedures of young athletes, and 
the distance from home or school environment.14

We have noted that studies are limited by the lack 
of a consensus on the definition of maltreatment 
in sport.5 This means the term maltreatment is not 
uniformly used by researchers. Several other terms 
such as abuse, non- accidental violence, harassment 
and bullying are used in studies aimed at docu-
menting child maltreatment despite the generally 
accepted consensus on the definition of this concept 
in the scientific community.15–17 Inconsistency in 
terminology can impair measurement of the problem 
and also make the sport community and the public 
confused about what really constitutes child maltreat-
ment in sport.

Also, although some authors have suggested 
conceptual frameworks regarding maltreatment, 
violence or abuse in sport,5 14 18 none of them really 
operationalises clear manifestations of child maltreat-
ment in sport, and some classification problems are 
present between forms of maltreatment. Here we 
propose concrete examples of each type of child 
maltreatment in sport. Our goal is to help practi-
tioners better understand and researchers better 
measure the problem of child maltreatment in sport.

ChIld mAlTReATmenT In spoRT
We based our manifestations on the WHO defini-
tion, where child maltreatment is defined as:

All forms of physical and/or emotional abuse, sexual 
abuse, neglect or negligent treatment, or commercial 
or other exploitation, resulting in actual or potential 
harm to the child’s health, survival, development 
or dignity, in the context of a relationship of 
responsibility, trust or power.19

The manifestations proposed in this article (see 
table 1) have been developed in reference to the 
literature surrounding child maltreatment in sport, 
the limitations identified in this area of   research and 
some well- recognised work on child maltreatment 
in general.15 17 There are four different forms of 
maltreatment, namely physical, sexual, psychological 
and neglect. Here we present the various components 
and possible manifestations of each form of child 
maltreatment in sport.

physical maltreatment of children in sport
The majority of sport researchers favour a definition 
of physical maltreatment that emphasises actual or 
implied potential physical harm to the athlete (also 
referred to as physical abuse) rather than the purely 
physical nature of the aggression.5 7 20 In addition to 
documenting events that are generally considered 
physical maltreatment (pushing, biting, shoving, 
choking, hitting or punching), some authors have 
incorporated events that do not involve any physical 
contact in their definition of physical maltreatment, 
such as the imposition of excessive and intensive 
supplemental training,5 7 13 18 20 the forced pursuit of 
training and competition despite the presence of an 
injury or exhaustion,7 21 imposing the consumption 
of doping products,20 maintaining a very uncomfort-
able position,5 isolation of an athlete in a confined 
space,5 encouraging an athlete to initiate fighting and/
or to wound the opponent,6 21 or the imposition of 
severe diets to lose weight.20 22

We argue that such a broad definition of phys-
ical maltreatment contributes to a substantial risk of 
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Table 1 Manifestations of different forms of child maltreatment in sport
Forms manifestations in sport

Physical maltreatment Physical contact with a child athlete in the context of sport.
 ► To shake, push, catch or throw a child athlete.
 ► To strike an athlete with a hand.
 ► To punch or kick a child athlete.
 ► Hitting an athlete with a hard object.
 ► Choking, strangling, poisoning, burning or stabbing a child athlete.

Sexual maltreatment Sexual relations with a child athlete in the context of sport.
 ► To penetrate an athlete orally, vaginally or anally, with the penis, finger or object.

Attempt to have sex with a child athlete in the context of sport.
 ► To attempt to penetrate a child athlete orally, vaginally or anally, with the penis, finger or object.

Caressing or sexually touching the body of a child athlete in the context of sport.
 ► Having oral sex with a child athlete (fellation, cunnilingus).
 ► Stroking a child athlete’s genitals (masturbation).
 ► Rubbing against the genitals of a child athlete.
 ► Stroking non- genital regions of a child athlete (breasts, buttocks).

Exhibitionism in the context of sport involving a child athlete.
 ► Showing genitals to a child athlete or performing sexual acts in front of a child athlete (masturbating in front of a child athlete, having sex in front of a child athlete).

Exploitation of a child athlete in the context of sport (incitement to prostitution or to the production of pornographic material).
 ► Filming erotic scenes with a child athlete or broadcasting sexual images of a child athlete (eg, sexting).

Verbal sexual harassment of a young athlete.
 ► Having an oral or written sexual conversation with a child athlete or exposing them to sexual images (proposals, suggestions, in person, by phone, in writing and on the 

internet).

Voyeurism in the sporting context involving a child athlete.
 ► Watching a child athlete undress, masturbate, touching themselves or touching someone else or asking them to do so.

Psychological maltreatment To terrorise or threaten violence against a child athlete in the context of sport.
 ► Threaten to abandon a child athlete or to hurt them or to hurt someone or something he or she likes.
 ► Hitting or throwing objects close to a child athlete or threatening to do so.

Verbal abuse and depreciation of a child athlete in the context of sport.
 ► To shout at, humiliate or ridicule a child athlete.
 ► To be extremely critical of a child athlete.
 ► Rejecting or excluding a child athlete.

Isolation and confinement of a child athlete in the context of sport.
 ► Confining a child athlete or limiting his movements by tying him up or asking him to stay still.
 ► To unreasonably limit the social interactions of a child athlete (lovers, friends, family and so on).

Insufficient support or affection to a child athlete in the context of sport.
 ► To voluntarily ignore the emotional needs of a child athlete.
 ► To be detached or indifferent towards a child athlete.

Behaviours that promote the corruption, exploitation and adoption of destructive, antisocial or unhealthy behaviours of a child athlete in the context of sport.
 ► To force or oblige a child athlete to perform extremely intense workouts excessively until exhaustion or until they vomit.
 ► Forcing or asking a child athlete to train while injured even though they have received medical advice not to do so.
 ► Forcing or asking a child athlete to perform movements or techniques that are too difficult for his/her abilities, putting them at risk of injury.
 ► Forcing or asking a child athlete to engage in unhealthy eating behaviours to achieve the ideal weight in their sport.
 ► Forcing or asking a child athlete to consume doping products or to adopt doping methods to improve performance.
 ► Forcing or asking a child athlete to undertake inappropriate medical treatments.
 ► Forcing or asking a child athlete to commit acts of violence: hurting another athlete (punching, hitting with sports equipment and so on), humiliating or ridiculing another 

athlete, or threatening to hurt another athlete.

Neglect Physical neglect.

Failure to supervise a child athlete in the sporting context leading to physical injury.
 ► Allowing a child athlete to participate in a training or competition while injured, even though they have received medical advice not to do so.
 ► Knowing that a child athlete is engaging in problematic eating behaviours in order to achieve the ideal weight in his or her sport without intervening.
 ► Failure to ensure the safety of athletic equipment.

Medical neglect of a child athlete in the context of sport (applies to the parent only).
 ► Refusing to provide a child athlete with the necessary medical care specific to his health problem that has been diagnosed by a professional and resulted from the practice 

of his sport.

Emotional neglect.

Permissive attitude towards the antisocial or criminal behaviour of a child athlete.
 ► Letting a child athlete behave in a violent manner towards another athlete without intervening.
 ► Letting a child athlete endure violent acts from another athlete without intervening.
 ► Allowing an athlete to consume alcohol or drugs during activities related to the sport (eg, team party, competitions, tournaments).
 ► Letting a child athlete consume doping products or adopt doping methods without intervening.

Failure to supervise a child athlete in the context of sport leading to physical, sexual or psychological abuse.
 ► Knowing that a child athlete has been physically, sexually or psychologically abused or neglected and doing nothing to protect him/her.

Lack of providing treatment for psychological or psychiatric problems of a child athlete in the context of sport (applies to the parent only).
 ► Refusing to provide psychological care to a child athlete while the athlete clearly needs it.

Abandonment of a child athlete in the context of sport.
 ► Abandoning a child athlete during a training assignment, a competition or during a trip.

Educational neglect.

 ► Ask a child athlete to drop out of school or take a break from school in order to practise a sport.

confusion in classifying physical maltreatment and psychological 
maltreatment as it is very difficult to determine the consequences 
of a gesture, whether it be physical or psychological. Instead, we 
define physical maltreatment based purely on the physical nature 

of the aggression towards athletes rather than the consequences 
of these actions. In this way, we avoid the risk of confusion as to 
the distinction between physical maltreatment and psychological 
maltreatment, and we adhere to common guidelines concerning 
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physical abuse outside the sport context.15 17 The choice of this 
definition involves a new classification of physical maltreatment 
in sport, where it manifests itself in five different ways (table 1).

sexual maltreatment of children in sport
The criteria for defining sexual maltreatment are not uniform within 
the scientific community. Some definitions only consider acts that 
involve physical contact between the abuser and the victim (eg, 
penetration, touching, caressing),12 while others also encompass 
sexually suggestive acts that do not involve physical contact with 
the victim (eg, voyeurism, exhibitionism).5 7 13 Recent definitions 
of sexual maltreatment are increasingly broad, including gestures 
with and without physical contact.7 13 Sexual harassment can even 
be considered by some definitions to be sexual maltreatment.5

One of the main conceptual frameworks used by researchers 
to study sexual abuse in sport is Brackenridge’s sexual exploita-
tion continuum,4 where sexual abuse is defined as stages on a 
continuum. The stages range from sexual discrimination and 
sexual harassment, to sexual abuse as the ultimate stage. According 
to Brackenridge,4 sexual harassment is different from sexual abuse 
in that it constitutes unwanted attention that can take the form 
of verbal or written threats, sexual jokes, sexual comments or 
insinuations, sexual or homophobic graffiti, sexually intimidating 
remarks, suggestive comments, invitations, or innuendos. Sexual 
abuse is described as forced physical contact or sexual acts carried 
out under manipulation or coercion.

For the purpose of this paper, sexual maltreatment of children in 
sport includes any activity that involves engaging a child in sexual 
activity, and is in line with the definitions proposed by Butchart and 
colleagues15 and Mathews and Collin- Vézina.23 Seven categories of 
behaviours are defined, either involving or not involving physical 
contact (table 1). Unlike Stirling’s5 framework, any sexual harass-
ment behaviour that is not aimed at involving a child in sexual 
activity (jokes, degrading comments about appearance and so on) 
was excluded from the framework. This framework is therefore 
consistent with a Canadian non- sport- related work on the issue17 
as well as the work of Brackenridge,4 which differentiate sexual 
harassment from sexual abuse.

psychological maltreatment of children in sport
The work we present here offers new insights into the manifes-
tations of psychological maltreatment of children in sport (see 
table 1). Several manifestations—classified by the majority of 
authors in sport as physical maltreatment—are part of our concep-
tualisation of psychological maltreatment. This form of maltreat-
ment includes acts that have a high risk of harming a child’s mental 
health, safety or development.17

We make important additions to Stirling’s framework.5 For 
example, threats of violence intended to terrorise a young 
athlete, isolate and restrict the movements of a young athlete, and 
behaviours that promote corruption, exploitation, and the adop-
tion of destructive, antisocial or unhealthy behaviours in young 
athletes represent categories of behaviours included in the psycho-
logical maltreatment category.17 The actions of forcing or asking 
an athlete (1) to perform excessive training beyond a reasonable 
point of exhaustion, (2) to train while injured despite contradic-
tory medical advice, (3) to perform movements that are too diffi-
cult for his or her abilities and have or could have a negative impact 
on health or safety, (4) to adopt a self- destructive eating behaviour 
in order to achieve an ideal weight for the sport, (5) to use doping 
products or to use doping methods, or (6) to act violently in a 
competitive situation have all been classified as manifestations of 
psychological maltreatment.

neglect of children in sport
Neglect, which occurs when ‘[…] the family environment or the 
person who is responsible for the child does not meet their basic 
needs in relation to health, education, emotional development, 
nutrition, accommodation and safety’,15 was not included in 
recent studies documenting child maltreatment in sport.7 13 Stir-
ling5 and Mountjoy and colleagues14 extended the blanket defini-
tion of maltreatment in sport to include neglect. Indeed coaches 
and guardians of child athletes often have supervisory responsibil-
ities that are sometimes equivalent to those of children’s parents, 
to entrust not only the development of the child but their safety 
as well, especially during outdoor tournaments or training and 
competitions abroad. The work of Stirling5 offered an important 
reflection on the categorisation of negligence in sport. As Stir-
ling5 describes, neglect can be (1) physical (eg, allowing the use 
of alcohol and drugs, abandonment, being left injured), (2) educa-
tional (eg, preventing athletes from going to school), (3) emotional 
(eg, disregard of an athlete’s psychological health) and (4) social 
(eg, isolating athletes from friends, parents or romantic partners).

In a recent meta- analysis on child neglect,24 authors report three 
subtypes of neglect—physical, emotional and educational—and 
we adopted this approach too (table 1). Our choice of manifesta-
tions of child neglect in sport inside these subtypes was based on 
the suggestion of manifestations from Trocmé et al17 and Stirling’s 
work.5 Manifestations of social neglect proposed by Stirling5 were 
incorporated in the emotional neglect and psychological maltreat-
ment categories. So these items were not dismissed. For example, 
manifestations such as chronic exclusion of an athlete or discour-
aging athletes from having friends were retained. They however 
have been classified in manifestations of psychological maltreat-
ment, based on the work of Trocmé et al,17 essentially because 
they do not constitute an omission or the absence of something 
(see definition of neglect) but rather a behaviour/an action from 
someone (here psychological maltreatment).

We included in our emotional neglect section a category called 
‘permissive attitude towards the anti- social or criminal behavior of 
a child athlete’ (table 1), including manifestations such as letting 
a child athlete endure violent acts from another athlete without 
intervening or letting a child athlete consume doping products 
without intervening. However, we did not classify these manifesta-
tions in a social neglect category because of our choice of classifi-
cation (Trocmé et al17 and Stoltenborgh et al24). It should be noted 
that manifestations of physical neglect related to food, clothing, 
proper living conditions and hygiene are responsibilities that are 
part of the family context rather than the sporting context, so they 
were not considered in our proposition.

WhAT ARe The TAke-home messAges FoR The spoRT 
CommunITy And ReseARCheRs?
We believe this 2019 update will provide the sport community 
(athletes, coaches, clinicians, sport managers, decision- makers) with 
a better understanding of what child maltreatment is and the forms 
and concrete manifestations it could take in sport. This awareness- 
raising should minimise the risk that people—including young 
athletes themselves—consider it normal that authority figures in 
sport maltreat children. Many researchers point out that normalisa-
tion of violence towards athletes constitutes an important risk factor 
for victimisation (see Parent and Fortier25 for discussion). By naming 
these manifestations of child maltreatment in sport, we also hope 
to break down the wall of silence around these behaviours from 
authority figures in sport. There must be zero tolerance for child 
maltreatment. Child maltreatment is a problem of power imbalance 
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and children are in a position of vulnerability.14 They need to receive 
due protection, including in sport.

Measurement is fundamental in research, and accurate measures 
of child maltreatment in sport are needed. Using our proposed 
categories and examples could help with consistent measure-
ment. Many researchers have called for prevalence studies to 
measure the manifestations of child maltreatment in sport.14 26–28 
This will contribute to reaching the first step of the public health 
approach,29 the monitoring of the problem, and will serve as a 
basis for intervention.

We appreciate there are limitations in what we have proposed. 
It may be interesting to consider adapting these manifestations to 
special athlete population, such as young athletes with physical 
and intellectual disabilities. We also consider that some elements 
of our proposal apply to adult athletes. However, special attention 
should be paid to some items less applicable to them, such as the 
concept of neglect, especially from parents. Finally, it could be very 
interesting to look at links between the types of child maltreatment 
in sport (comorbidity), especially because past research in child 
maltreatment showed that types of child maltreatment frequently 
coexist and that psychological maltreatment (or abuse) often 
occurs when the child experienced other forms of maltreatment 
(see Stoltenborgh et al30 for a discussion on this).

What is already known

 ► Athletes experience maltreatment in sport and child athletes 
are particularly vulnerable, and these experiences can have 
lifelong effects.

 ► Child maltreatment in sport takes many forms, including 
physical, sexual and psychological maltreatment, as well as 
neglect.

 ► There is confusion around the definitions and manifestations 
of psychological and physical maltreatment of child in sport 
that could impact on the comprehension of the problem and 
also on its measurement.

What are the new findings

 ► As a result of reading this paper, the sport community 
(coaches, athletes, clinicians, sports managers, decision- 
makers) will be more aware of child maltreatment in sport 
and its varied manifestations.

 ► We aim to reduce normalisation of child maltreatment in 
sport by raising awareness.

 ► We contribute to smashing the wall of silence around child 
maltreatment by authority figures in sport.

 ► Child maltreatment must not be tolerated.

Contributors Each of the authors made substantial contributions. KF contributed 
to conception and study design, project management, and drafted the manuscript. 
SP contributed to conception and study design, project management, and writing 
and review of the paper. GL contributed to project management and reviewed the 
manuscript.

Funding This work was supported by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research 
Council of Canada under Grant 108560, and Ministère de l’Éducation et de 
l’Enseignement supérieur du Québec under Grant 104153.

Competing interests None declared.

patient consent for publication Not required.

provenance and peer review Not commissioned; externally peer reviewed.

oRCId id

Sylvie Parent http:// orcid. org/ 0000- 0002- 2023- 7780

RefeRences
 1 Evans T, Alesia M, Kwiatkowski M. Former USA gymnastics doctor accused of abuse. 

Indy Star 2016.
 2 Sawer P. Paedophile football coach Barry Bennell convicted of a total of 43 counts of 

child sex abuse. The Telegraph 2018.
 3 Leaavitt S. Ex- ski coach Bertrand Charest sentenced to 12 years in prison for sex 

crimes. CBC News 2017.
 4 Brackenridge C. Spoilsports : Understanding and preventing sexual exploitation in 

sport. London: Routledge, 2001.
 5 Stirling AE. Definition and constituents of maltreatment in sport: establishing a 

conceptual framework for research practitioners. Br J Sports Med 2009;43:1091–9.
 6 Sport YK. Violence and society. Routledge, 2012.
 7 Alexander K, Stafford A, Lewis R. The experiences of children participating in 

organised sport in the UK: main report. London: NSPCC, 2011.
 8 Fasting K, Brackenridge C, Sundgot- Borgen J. Experiences of sexual harassment and 

abuse among Norwegian elite female athletes and nonathletes. Res Q Exerc Sport 
2003;74:84–97.

 9 Kirby SL, Greaves L, Hankivsky O. The dome of silence: sexual harassment and abuse 
in sport. Halifax, NS: Fernwood, 2000.

 10 Leahy T, Pretty G, Tenenbaum G. Prevalence of sexual abuse in organised competitive 
sport in Australia. J Sex Aggress 2002;8:16–36.

 11 McPherson L, Long M, Nicholson M, et al. Secrecy surrounding the physical abuse of 
child athletes in Australia. Australian Social Work 2017;70:42–53.

 12 Parent S, Lavoie FThibodeau ME, et al. Sexual violence experienced in the sport 
context by a representative sample of Quebec adolescents. J Interpers Violence 
2016;31:2666–86.

 13 Vertommen T, Schipper- van Veldhoven N, Wouters K, et al. Interpersonal violence 
against children in sport in the Netherlands and Belgium. Child Abuse Negl 
2016;51:223–36.

 14 Mountjoy M, Brackenridge C, Arrington M, et al. International Olympic Committee 
consensus statement: harassment and abuse (non- accidental violence) in sport. Br J 
Sports Med 2016;50:1019–29.

 15 Butchart A, Phinney Harvey A, Mian M, et al. Guide sur La Prévention de la 
maltraitance des enfants: intervenir et produire des données. Genève, Suisse: 
Organisation mondiale de la santé, 2006.

 16 Clément M, Dufour S. La violence l’égard des enfants en milieu familial. Anjou, 
Canada: Les Éditions CEC, 2009.

 17 Trocmé N, Fallon B, MacLaurin B, et al. Étude canadienne sur l’incidence des 
signalements des cas de violence et de négligence envers les enfants de 2008 (ÉCI-
2008), 2010. Available: http://www. phac- aspc. gc. ca/ cm- vee/ csca- ecve/ 2008/ assets/ 
pdf/ cis- 2008_ report_ fra. pdf [Accessed 19 Sep 2018].

 18 Mountjoy M, Rhind DJA, Tiivas A, et al. Safeguarding the child athlete in sport: a 
review, a framework and recommendations for the IOC youth athlete development 
model. Br J Sports Med 2015;49:883–6.

 19 Krug EG, Dahlberg LL, Mercy JA Z, et al. World report on violence and health, 2002. 
Available: http:// apps. who. int/ iris/ bitstream/ 10665/ 42495/ 1/ 9241545615_ eng. pdf 
[Accessed 19 Sep 2018].

 20 David P. Human rights in youth sport: a critical review of children's rights in 
competitive sports. London: Routledge, 2005.

 21 Raakman E, Dorsch K, Rhind D. The development of a typology of abusive coaching 
behaviours within youth sport. Int J Sports Sci Coach 2010;5:503–15.

 22 Brackenridge C, Fasting K, Kirby S, et al. Protecting children from violence in sport: a 
review with a focus on Industrialized countries, 2010. Available: https://www. unicef- 
irc. org/ publications/ pdf/ violence_ in_ sport. pdf [Accessed 19 Sep 2018].

 23 Mathews B, Collin- Vézina D. Child sexual abuse: toward a conceptual model and 
definition. Trauma Violence Abuse 2019;20:131–48.

 24 Stoltenborgh M, Bakermans- Kranenburg MJ, van Ijzendoorn MH. The neglect of child 
neglect: a meta- analytic review of the prevalence of neglect. Soc Psychiatry Psychiatr 
Epidemiol 2013;48:345–55.

 25 Parent S, Fortier K. Comprehensive overview of the problem of violence against 
athletes in sport. J Sport Soc Issues 2018;42:227–46.

 26 Bergeron MF, Mountjoy M, Armstrong N, et al. International Olympic Committee 
consensus statement on youth athletic development. Br J Sports Med 
2015;49:843–51.

 27 Lang M, Hartill M. Safeguarding, child protection and abuse in sport: International 
perspectives in research, policy and practice. London: Routledge, 2015.

 28 Parent S, El Hlimi K. Athlete Protection in Quebec’s Sport System: Assessments, 
Problems, and Challenges. J Sport Soc Issues 2012;37:284–96.

 29 Sleet DA, Hopkins KN, Olson SJ. From discovery to delivery: injury prevention at CDC. 
Health Promot Pract 2003;4:98–102.

 30 Stoltenborgh M, Bakermans- Kranenburg MJ, Alink LRA, et al. The prevalence of child 
maltreatment across the globe: review of a series of meta- analyses. Child Abuse 
Review 2015;24:37–50.

 on M
ay 19, 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://bjsm

.bm
j.com

/
B

r J S
ports M

ed: first published as 10.1136/bjsports-2018-100224 on 25 O
ctober 2019. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://orcid.org/0000-0002-2023-7780
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bjsm.2008.051433
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/02701367.2003.10609067
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/13552600208413337
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/0312407X.2016.1142589
http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/0886260515580366
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2015.10.006
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bjsports-2016-096121
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bjsports-2016-096121
http://www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/cm-vee/csca-ecve/2008/assets/pdf/cis-2008_report_fra.pdf
http://www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/cm-vee/csca-ecve/2008/assets/pdf/cis-2008_report_fra.pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bjsports-2015-094619
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/42495/1/9241545615_eng.pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.1260/1747-9541.5.4.503
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/pdf/violence_in_sport.pdf
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/pdf/violence_in_sport.pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/1524838017738726
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00127-012-0549-y
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00127-012-0549-y
http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/0193723518759448
http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bjsports-2015-094962
http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/1524839902250750
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/car.2353
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/car.2353
http://bjsm.bmj.com/

	Child maltreatment in sport: smashing the wall of silence: a narrative review of physical, sexual, psychological abuses and neglect
	Abstract
	Introduction
	Child maltreatment in sport
	Physical maltreatment of children in sport
	Sexual maltreatment of children in sport
	Psychological maltreatment of children in sport
	Neglect of children in sport

	What are the take-home messages for the sport community and researchers?
	References


